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to the Hasa. They could abandon me if they liked but that
would be very serious for them. They would get no reward
from me and would certainly have to face the direst wrath of
those who had sent me hither. On the other hand I would no
longer insist on the southern journey if they were really afraid
of its consequences, and I would guarantee them against the
King's wrath by satisfying His Majesty that I had willingly
embarked on the crossing of the waterless desert from Shanna
rather than from a more southerly point. But the crossing of
the waterless desert was an essential part of my expedition.
Ibn Jiluwi had warned them of that before we started and any
failure in that direction would certainly bring down punish-
ment on their heads.
Surely but steadily the feeling of the assembly veered
round to agreement with my proposals. The prospect of some
Oryx-hunting in the waterless desert appealed to those who
would do the hunting. The emptiness of the desert reassured
the more timid of our companions. And there was always the
comforting thought that the enterprise could be abandoned in
favour of retreat northwards to the nearest water in the event
of its proving unfeasible or excessively uncomfortable. So we
agreed in principle to the compromise of a westerly march to
be begun on the morrow, and for the time being an atmos-
phere of friendliness resumed its sway over our counsels. We
broke up to meet again half an hour later for the mid-day
meal, after which—my companions being present in full
force—our new pact was duly sealed by a distribution of
largesse. I had intended, I explained, to distribute presents
among you on our arrival at the Hadhramaut border, but we
have abandoned the idea of going so far to the southward. So
Shanna has become the farthest limit of our outward march,
and now by agreement our faces are turned homeward to
Mecca across the Empty Quarter. I want now to give you
some sign of gratitude for your exertions which have brought
us so far. My further and final thanks you shall have at
Mecca in due course, but take now this bag of dollars and
divide it among you as you see fit. Sa'dan, as my servant,
shall have no part in it, so you are seventeen to share the
money.

